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I attended the ALA Midwinter meeting in Dallas from January 20-24, 2012.  

 
Council approved the 2013 programmatic priorities for the American Library Association  

• Diversity 
• Equitable Access to Information and Library Services 

• Education and Lifelong Learning 
• Intellectual Freedom 

• Advocacy for Libraries and the Profession 
• Literacy 

• Organizational Excellence 
• Transforming Libraries 

This means that every decision of the ALA should target one of these priorities. 
Betty Turock, who has been instrumental in raising the $1,000,000 Spectrum Scholarship Fund 
was given an honorary membership to ALA. This is the highest honor bestowed by ALA. 
Senator Jack Reed, a forceful advocate for libraries, especially school libraries also received this 
honor. They will be recognized at the annual conference in Anaheim in June. 
 
Rob Banks and Alexia Hudson, both Chapter Councilors were elected to the Executive Board. 
John Moorman was also elected. 
 
Much discussion surrounded the resolution that addressed the issue from Arizona that had 
removed materials used in ethnic studies in a Tucson high school. The legislation from Arizona 
that had precipitated this removal was seen as racist since the materials removed portrayed white 
America in an unfavorable light. The schools were forced to remove these materials or face a 
huge fine. The resolution passed condemned the legislation and urged for its repeal. Since the 
Midwinter meeting, other institutions, including higher education facilities, were required to 
remove materials. The Arizona Library Association is actively opposing the legislation.  
 
Another resolution passed concerned PIPA and SOPA and urged Congress to reject both the S. 
968, PIPA bill in the U.S. Senate and H.R. 3261, SOPA bill in the U.S. House of Representatives 
because they compromise such fundamental rights as free speech, intellectual freedom, and 
privacy in an attempt to target foreign websites and combat online infringement overseas. 
 

The ALA Council passed a resolution that dealt with funding of crucial government information. 
The ALA urges Congress to ensure permanent no fee public access to aggregated sources of 



government information. This resolution targets the cuts in the Government Printing Office.  
 
Another important resolutions surrounded the issue of publishers and e content and 
discrimination against libraries. To follow up on that, Molly Rafael, Keith Michael Fiels and 
Robert Wolven met with publishers in New York. The article detailing this issue can be found at  
 
http://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/e-content/ebook-talks-details 
 
I am honored to represent Kentucky on the ALA Council and thank KLA for its support.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 
 
Terri G. Kirk 


